
A FATHER’S ROLE A FATHER’S ROLE
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord.
- Ephesians 6:4

A father’s role in the household 
is foundational to the 

development of the family. In the 
Christian family, the father’s role 
is crucial to the development of 
the Christian character of both the 
wife and children. As “head” of 
the family, a father can learn from 
Christ to love, lead and nurture 
those in his household whom God 
has blessed him with.
Children are impacted by a 
father’s leading and loving. In 
his book, Fatherless America, 
David Blankenhorn makes several 
insightful points about the father’s 
role in the family. “Paternal 
investment enriches children in 
four ways. First, it provides them 
with a father’s physical protection. 
Second, it provides them with a 
father’s money and other material 
resources. Third, and probably 
most important, it provides 
them with what might be termed 
paternal cultural transmission: 
a father’s distinctive capacity 
to contribute to the identity, 

character, and competence of 
his children. Fourth, and most 
obviously, paternal investment 
provides children with the day-to-
day nurturing…that they want and 
need from both of their parents. 
In virtually all human societies, 
children’s well-being depends 
decisively upon a relatively high 
level of paternal investment.”
The father’s role in the family 
has an even broader impact on 
our society. The members of his 

family must live and interact 
with the world of people around 
them. If the father provides the 
Christian ethic as a way to live in 
a fallen world, his children and 
spouse will learn to deal with 
other people as Christ would. If, 
however, the father fails or refuses 
to live and lead like Christ then his 
family will follow his lead in not 
honoring Christ in their lives and 
relationships.
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Fourth of July has come around 
again. The celebration of our 

national freedom is cause for 
reflection on God’s goodness 
and grace towards America. 
Once a year we are reminded of 
the costs America has paid for 
freedom. It was purchased with 
the lives of men and women 
across the centuries. Unselfishly 
they offered 
themselves 
in service to 
defend the 
principles that 
our founding 
fathers believed 
were right and just  
among men and before God. 
The nation was first settled  
by Christian people seeking 
a place where they could live 
out their Christian beliefs in 
community as their consciences 

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
by Pastor Bruce Gimbel
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were led. These founding 
principles are today evident in the 
lives of countless Americans and 
even among those serving around 
the globe to defend our nation.
Individual freedom in the lives 
of our founders formed the basis 
for the groups of people who first 
settled here. Today, we continue 
to promote the freedom that 

faith in Jesus Christ can bring 
to the individuals who come to 
our doors. Men and women who 
enter our New Life Program are 
seeking freedom from their past, 
their sins and the beliefs that have 
caused them to seek our help. 

Together we can rejoice because of  
the freedom that is ours as Christians
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We rejoice that America continues 
yet to allow us to band together 
to live out our Christian faith in 
ways that bring healing and help 
to many within our community.
Together we can rejoice because 
of the freedom that is ours as 
Christians and because of the 
dedicated service people who have 
secured our national freedoms. 
Thank you for supporting them 
with your prayers. Your support 
brings the opportunity for 
personal freedom in Christ to 
the men, women and children 
seeking help here at Jericho  
Road Ministries.
In His Service,
Pastor Bruce

American culture has replaced the Christian Father, as defined 
by God, with a host of other insufficient fathers. In Fatherless 

America we read about eight “new” father figures taking the 
American stage. 
• The “Unnecessary Father” is irrelevant to the household that 

chooses not to have a male presence for the child. 
• The “Old Father” is the reminder of all that was bad in the family 

and is no longer wanted for he remains a threat. 
• “New Father” is the way things ought to be, the hope for a good 

family future. 
• The “Deadbeat Dad” is the non-contributor. He offers nothing to 

the family in terms of financial or personal support. 
• The “Visiting Father” is responsible but merely in an occasional 

minor role as visitor or supporter
• The “Sperm Father” provides only the biological seed for the child 

to be born. He is the commodity for another’s dream fulfillment. 
• The “Stepfather” commits to the mother and children, struggling 

to maintain both a nurturing and social role. 
• The “Nearby Guy” is a friend, kept at arm's-length, who can be 

called on when a need arises.

God has set before us a standard for fatherhood that remains 
relevant despite the teachings of our culture. For God so loved that 
he gave. That is the formula for fatherhood in the Christian home. 
Dad gives to mother and the children himself. In love, grace and 
provision father is called by God to lay down his own will in order 
that those he loves most are provided for both materially  
and spiritually. 
This is our calling as dads. We are to love as Christ so loved us to 
have given his very life in order that our lives might be full, fruitful 
and glorifying to our Heavenly Father.
To God’s Glory,                           
Pastor Bruce

PRAYER 
REQUESTS
• Lisa – for her health
• Jared – for recovery  

from addiction
• Patricia – for her husband, 

Bob, who has cancer
• Douglas Jr.– for comfort:  

his father, Douglas Sr.,  
passed away recently
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GOOD SAMARITAN
The Good Samaritan Award is voted on by all program clients to 

honor a fellow client for his or her example, spiritual guidance  
and leadership within the Shelter environment.
I am excited and feel very blessed to have been nominated for the 
Good Samaritan of the Month award. I am also thankful to all of the 
other clients who nominated me. I came to Jericho Women’s Shelter  
to change my life so I could live the right way.
Before coming to Mary’s House, I was in an abusive relationship, 
addicted to drugs, and had lost the relationship with my family.  
I have been sober now for 7 months and realize that I have to do 
something different with my life.
Changing my relationship with the Lord is my first priority so that  
I can stay on the path He has designed for me. I understand now that 
God is in control and that I must put my trust in Him. I believe His 
plan for my future is filled with hope, and I am excited to see where 
the Lord takes me.
Thank you again,
Koren L.

I believe His plan 
for my future is 
filled with hope, 
and I am excited 
to see where the 
Lord takes me.

TRUST
a poem
I trust the next chapter, 
because I know who the 
author is… God. 
He says:
I am beautiful
I am loved
I am needed
I am alive for a reason
I am stronger than I think.

By Koren L.
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UNIQUE ITEMS FOR 
SALE AT JERICHO 
THRIFT STORES

OUR FATHER
a poem
Your love is deeper than a well, 
You placed me on my feet when 
I fell, 
You drew close to me in my sin 
while others ran from the smell.
I was locked behind chambers,  
locked behind bars, 
Wounded with many scars, 
But you liberated me and placed 
me among the stars.
When I was blind and the world  
was unkind, 
You gave me grace that blew my 
mind.
Your hand I can trust for they 
molded and shaped me, 
You saved me from the fake me, 
when the devil tried to take me.
How could a father be so loving? 
How could a father be so kind? 
That he would forsake his only 
son to save all of mankind.
The sacrifice of a Father, the 
endless pursuits of love,
All of the adversity and 
bloodshed to perform a blood 
transfusion from above.
DNA of ashes for DNA of beauty, 
Oh, what an awesome father that 
decided to pursue me.
Now dressed with Holiness,  
I rejoice in the new me. 
What a wonderful example of 
what a father should be, 
This is the love in the hearts of all 
fathers we should see.

By Elliott B.
JRM client

We recently received a donation of three antique violins that 
are now on sale at Jericho’s Wiscon Thrift Store. When the 

donations came in, our staff immediately noticed their age and 
quality so they called in our internal experts. After some checking, 
we received the following information:
• The first violin is German-made. It is authentic and in fair 

condition. It comes with a black case, red interior, as well as two 
bows. Bid starts at $800.00

• The second violin also originated in Germany; it was made in 
Mittenwald after the war and then was sent to Cleveland, Ohio  
to be finished. It is in fair condition as the pegs require repair.  
A bow and a brown case with green interior are included.  
Bid starts at $200.00.

• The third violin is a student model Stradivari. It is in a black 
wood case with a paper interior and is in poor condition.  
The case but no bow is included. Bid starts at $59.99.

Anyone interested in purchasing these violins should contact our 
Wiscon Thrift Store Manager, Mary McKnight, as soon as possible. 
The violins are on sale beginning June 15th, 2018.

Jericho Thrift 
Store gift cards 

are now available!
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A GRADUATE'S TESTIMONY
JAMES JACKSON

I didn’t grow up in the church. 
In fact, I didn’t know anything 

about God until I was 19. As 
I went through the Jericho 
program I noticed that I was 
different from most of the other 
guys. Not different because 
I was not homeless before 
coming to Jericho. Nor different 
because I'm married to a wife 
who still loves me very much. 
I was different because most of 
the guys in the program – even 
the staff for that matter – had 
grown-up in the church or had 
been accustomed to church life 
from an early age.
You see, I realized that most 
proclaimed Christians had a 
seed planted in them at a very 
early age. A lot of them went 
on to a rebellious stage in their 
lives, only to come back to God 
at a later age – once they were 

Staff and clients of Jericho Road Ministries celebrating with James as he graduates from the New Life program.James Jackson

ready to face the fact that they 
could not do it on their own. I 
also went through a rebellious 
stage after I found God later on 
in my life.
I found God by opening up a 
bible inside of a jail cell at the 
age of 19. During those few 
months I spent in jail, God was 
everything to me. I couldn’t get 
enough of God’s Word. I was on 
fire for the Lord and I wanted to 
learn all about Him so I just kept 
reading. During this time there 
was so much for me to learn but 
so little time because as soon as 
I got out of jail I fell right back 
into my old habits.
So, my life from the age of 19 
to now (33), has been quite a 
journey of ups and downs, like a 
wild roller coaster ride! I went to 
God only when times got tough 
and ignored Him when things 

seemed, to me, to be pretty good. 
(Always saying to myself when 
I was at the top of my roller 
coaster ride “I got this”). Well, 
I found out the hard way like 
most people do who believe in 
Jesus Christ. I found out that I 
couldn’t do it on my own and I 
never actually had anything to 
begin with. I relapsed toward 
the end of 2016, for the third 
time since I married my wife 
in 2008. God opened my eyes 
and my heart with a spiritual 
awakening like nothing I’ve ever 
experienced before in my life.
It started when I violated my 
probation and I was arrested 
on December 19, 2016. On New 
Year’s Eve, I was lying on my 
bunk inside the Hillsborough 
County jail. I lay there with the 
sheet over my head, crying like 
never before and asking God, 
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3,217
8,449

1,550
107,395 1,610

Shelter nights 
provided

Families served 
at the Food Barn

Shelter meals provided

Total ministry 
volunteer hours

Pounds of food distributed 
at the Food Barn

JERICHO ROAD MINISTRIES:
BY THE NUMBERS, 2018
BECAUSE YOU GAVE, WE WERE ABLE TO SERVE (JANUARY–APRIL)

"Why?" Why all of this? I asked 
Him to forgive me and I told 
Him how truly sorry I was for 
everything I had done and for 
turning my back on Him when I 
told Him I never would. I asked 
Him to take control of my life 
and show me my path because 
I couldn’t do it on my own 
anymore!
I opened my eyes and I couldn’t 
see anything except for a bright 
light. Then a voice told me 
“follow your path.” It was God 
telling me to follow my path but 
I had no idea at that time what 
He meant by it. A feeling of 
peace overwhelmed me instantly 
and from that point in time, until 
this very day, I knew everything 
was going to be just fine.

The voice was very clear to me 
and I found out what God was 
telling me when I got up out of 
my bunk and walked over to the 
bookshelf. There was a bright 
yellow book right on the very 
top of all the other books. Its title 
was “Understanding the Bible”. 
I grabbed this book and flipped 
straight to a page that had a map 
on it. There were a bunch of red 
arrows pointing all over the map 
and one green arrow pointing 
straight towards Jericho. Before 
any of this happened, I had 
already been given a couple of 
different program options and 
one of them was with Jericho 
Road Ministries. When this 
happened, I knew without a 
doubt that this was where God 
was leading me!

By February 2018, the month 
that I would graduate, I had 

been in the Jericho program for 
13 months. It wasn't easy being 
away from my wife and kids, but 
I rested assured knowing that God 
had everything under control and 
that I now live according to His 
will, not my own.
So, as someone who knew 
nothing about God before the 
age of 19 and who now, at the 
age of 33, has such an intimate 
relationship with Him, I can 
only hope and pray that you find 
inspiration from what God has 
done for me and my family. God 
is very real!
He is an awesome God and I have 
witnessed His amazing works 
first hand. Glory be to God!
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COMING SOON: NEW JERICHO 
ROAD THRIFT STORE
15000 County Line Road, at the Corner of Ackson St.  
& County Line Road, across from Springleton Fun Park.

COUPON

Not good on any new merchandise.
Not to be combined with any other promotions

$3.00 Off $15.00 Purchase  
$5.00 Off $25.00 Purchase  

$10.00 Off $50.00 Purchase

Choose 1 option:

Bring in this coupon to receive discount!

SHELTERS

1090 Mondon Hill Road 
Brooksville, FL 34601 
Phone: (352) 799-2912 ext. 103

Men's Shelter

1163 Howell Avenue
Brooksville, FL 34601
Phone: (352) 799-2912 ext. 109

Women and Family Shelter

FOOD BARN
1163 Howell Avenue
Brooksville, FL 34601
Phone: (352) 799-2912 ext. 112

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

TAMPA, FLORIDA
Permit #6164
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 864
Brooksville, FL 34605
(352) 799-2912

THRIFT STORES

16479 Wiscon Road
Brooksville, Florida
Phone: (352) 799-2912 ext.106

Wiscon Store

Sunrise Plaza
31170 Cortez Blvd.
Ridge Manor, Florida
Phone: (352) 799-2912 ext.108

Sunrise Store

Winchester Plaza
5260 Commercial Way
Spring Hill, Florida 
Phone: (352) 799-2912 ext.221

Winchester Store

M–F  9:00 AM–5:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM–4:00 PM


